
January 2021 Update 

By Licking County Commissioner Tim Bubb   

  

 

   As we begin 2021 my thoughts 

remain the same in terms of staying 

safe and healthy.  The Corona virus 

benefits from „community spread‟ 

and is passed around when we let 

our guard down.  Please don‟t 

disregard the obvious protocols of 

sanitizing, wearing face coverings 

and observe social distancing.  There 

are no guarantees until the mass 

vaccination programs are widely implemented.  They are under way 

with priority given to medical and essential workers. 

 

   My message is „stay safe‟ as we endure the winter „indoor season‟.  

By remaining vigilant we can avoid infection and keep our economy 

going. 

 

     It is up to each one of us!   Following the guidance of the Health 

Department and do everything possible to eliminate „community 

spread‟.  And use critical judgment in avoiding mass gatherings. 

 

   Wishing you and you‟re a Happy/Healthy New Year! 

 

 

 



Highlights and Thoughts about 2020 in Licking County 

 

   This year just passed will long be remembered as the Pandemic 

Year.  As March turned to April the world as we usually think of it 

changed, as we „locked down‟ and started the transition to a more 

„virtual‟ existence, in the face of the worldwide health crisis.  As we 

enter 2021 the pandemic continues as does the mass vaccination 

program.  In 2020 your County Government, as an „essential 

service‟, continued to function and remain open for all services.  The 

Commissioners allocated some $10-million in Federal CARES Act 

dollars to backstop the expensive pandemic related costs, as well as 

putting considerable dollars into small business grants, rental 

assistance, assistance to non-profits, and several other major 

community assists.  In the year ahead we will continue to support 

the County Health Department in the implementation of the mass 

vaccination program. 

 

    There were many highlights in Licking County in 2020 – it is just 

that most times they were over shadowed by the pandemic and the 

contentious President Election in the fall.  However, we need to 

remember that Licking County DID move forward in 2020! 

 

  

   In the area of Economic Development it was possibly one of the 

busiest in history.  In western Licking 

County FaceBook (photo) finished phase #1 

of a massive data center, Google began 

construction of a data center that spans the 

Licking and Franklin County Line, and 

Amazon both expanded their data center 

footprint and is completing a second one 

million square foot distribution center.   

 



 

     Also, in western Licking County Kohl‟s finished a massive 

distribution center and three other major logistics and distributions 

facilities are underway.  In Heath the Port 

Authority saw six new manufacturing 

buildings occupied or expanded, with much 

of the growth in innovative food products. 

(Nature One‟s facility under construction – 

photo right).   

 

    Carvana‟s eastern U.S. auto rehab center joined the party on 

Hebron Road in Heath, and the Port Authority‟s new Seminary Ridge 

Industrial Park is taking shape off Thornwood Drive.  The County led 

the project to lower the railroad tracks on Thornwood Drive both for 

safety and to facilitate development in the corridor.  The Port 

Authority is also the driver behind development of a second 

industrial park in Johnstown. 

   

 Some additional highlights for 2020… 

 

   In March Licking County opened and 

activated a new state of the art 9-1-1 call and 

dispatching center in a leased facility at the 

Port Authority. The new Center arrived just in 

time to help deal with two flooding events that 

struck the area in late March. 

 

     Summer saw the completion of restoration of the exterior of the 

historic Sullivan Bank Building in downtown Newark. And while 

slowed by the pandemic, fund raising continues for the Phase 2 

interior restoration project.   



    Also, the County Government, in late 

summer, saw completion Phase One of the 

renovation of the front of the Administration 

Building in downtown Newark (photo right). 

  

 

  The Cherry Valley Hotel, in west Newark, reopened after a two year 

multi-million restoration and renovation including converting the 

water park into a mid-sized convention center. 

  

 

  In the face of the health crisis and a contentious national election, 

Licking County Government successfully executed a precise and 

accurate „extended‟ March/April Primary and General Election in 

November. Record numbers of voters participated by mail-in-ballot 

and early in-person voting. 

 

  

 

  Licking County‟s Water and Wastewater 

Department completed a water line extension into 

and south of Jacksontown in Licking Township; 

connecting homes, businesses and the ODOT 

District 5 Office to quality public drinking water. 

Also, the water tower at Harbor Hills was repaired 

and restored.  

   

  

  



      Several parks and green spaces were completed and dedicated 

with the Licking County Foundation, The Works, City and County 

Government, and the Licking Park District involved.  These included 

Newell Preserve in northwestern Licking 

County, William and Sue Moore Plaza in 

downtown Newark, new entrance and 

streetscape project at The Works, Staddens 

Landing to the Licking River, and Children‟s 

Home Memorial Park in east Newark 

(Dedication photo right). 

   

   

 

   On the Newark Campus of OSU and 

COTC work began on the $32-million 

John and Mary Alford Center for 

Science and Technology. This 

innovative learning center will be 

complete by this summer, adding to 

the impressive growth of our local 

Campus. 

  

 

     Even in the face of the pandemic the annual Hartford Fair 

continued its run, but in a scaled down Junior Fair only format in 

August.  The Fair Board begins 2021 with the hope of returning with 

a full fair August 8 – 14, 2021. 

   

 

 

 



   The next major phase of Newark‟s long 

term sewer separation project began 

with new storm and sanitary trunk lines 

headed north of National Drive in south 

Newark toward downtown.  In 2021 the 

project will continue in the Fourth Street 

corridor in downtown, and next year completion of the line just 

north of downtown on Granville Street.   

 

 

  

  In the summer of 2020 ODOT widened 

and rebuilt the old narrow State Route 13 

entrance to Heath and Newark at Radio 

Hill just south of town. 

   

 

 

   The County Government formed a communitywide Complete Count 

Census Task Force to encourage participation in the „ever 10-year 

national head-count‟.  The County‟s participation exceeded seventy 

percent.  

 

 

  Finally there were new fire stations 

completed in northwest Newark (photo) 

and off Main Street in Granville.  A new 

fire station is under construction in 

Johnstown off U.S. Route 62 just east of 

downtown. 

 



 

Commissioner Bubb Elected CCAO President in 2021 

 

   On December 10th representatives of Ohio‟s 88 counties selected 

Licking County Commissioner Tim Bubb to serve as President in the 

year ahead of the County 

Commissioners Association of Ohio 

(CCAO).  In a swearing-in ceremony 

in the Senate Chamber of the Ohio 

Statehouse the oath was 

administered by 31st District Ohio 

Senator Jay Hottinger of Newark.  

(photo right - a congratulatory fist 

bump after oath) 

 

   Following the ceremony Senator Hottinger, who is serving as the 

President Pro Tem of the body in 2021 (second in line behind the 

Senate President), pledged to work with the counties of Ohio to the 

greatest extent possible in the upcoming legislative and two year 

budget creating session.  Commissioner Bubb characterized his role 

as President of the State Association (CCAO) as a major highlight in 

his career as a public official. 

   Also, sworn was Fred Wachtel, the 

Coshocton County Engineer, and soon to 

take office as the President of the 

County Engineer‟s Association (CEAO). 

Senator Hottinger also represents 

Coshocton County.   

   (photo l-r – Dean Ringle CEAO 

Executive, Engineer Wachtel, 

Commissioner Bubb, Cheryl Subler CCAO 

Executive, and Senator Hottinger. 



 

Commissioner Flowers and Bubb Sworn to New Terms 

 

    On December 22nd Licking County 

Commissioners Duane Flowers and 

Tim Bubb were sworn in to their 

new four year terms by Juvenile-

Probate Judge Robert Hoover in his 

Courtroom in the County 

Courthouse.  For Commissioner 

Flowers this begins his third term.  

And for Commissioner Bubb his fifth 

term, having begun in 2005. 

 

   Bubb noted that Judge Hoover has sworn him in each time, and 

this year was especially meaningful as Judge Hoover is retiring in 

February 2021. Judge Hoover noted, for those in attendance, that as 

an attorney, prosecutor and judge he has spent some 45-years in 

and around the 1876 Licking County Courthouse 

 

    December 22 was a „doubleheader day‟ for our 

swearing-in ceremonies.  Commissioners Bubb 

and Flowers were invited to participate in the 

swearing-in of local judges Thomas Marcelain, 

Richard Wright and Deborah Lang.  Doing the 

honors „virtually‟, from the Ohio Supreme Court, 

was Chief Justice Maureen O‟Connor. 

     

    This virtual swearing-in took the place of an in-

person visit to the Licking County Courthouse by the 

Chief Justice, due to the threat of COVID 19.   



 

 

Park District Improvements at Lobdell Reserve 

 

   The Licking Park District staff and volunteers have worked hard 

this year to maintain existing natural surface trails, re-route closed 

trails and add new trails at Lobdell.  A ribbon cutting ceremony was 

held November 24 to celebrate the recent work completed at the 

Lobdell Reserve, a 210 acres reserve with 8 miles of trails and a 

championship caliber disc golf course. 

 

Trail work included re-routing a section that has been closed for 

several years due to extreme erosion, damage and safety concerns 

from trail marker 10 to 13.  Additional trail work has created a new 

route that allows riders and 

hikers to once again cross 

through the interior of Lobdell 

from the northern part of the 

disc golf course to the northern 

part of the Mounts Rd side of 

the park, without having to 

retrace their path.  There has 

been a beautiful trail created 

along the ridge above the creek 

that allows travel from marker 

13 to marker 11. From there 

travel is again open to hikers 

and horses to marker 4 or to 

marker 10, to cross back to the 

Mounts Rd side of the park. 

 

On the Mounts Rd side, a new trail has been opened between the oil 

well field and the most northern field, as well as a scenic new trail 



branching off to the east to marker 10.  A new loop trail has been 

created using the existing trail north from marker 10, which now 

goes across the creek and loops back..  This new loop was completed 

in early November. 

 

The short section of trail from the creek north of marker 10 going up 

to marker 13 is permanently closed because of on-going erosion, 

unsustainable trail integrity and safety.  This closes approximately 

200ft of trail, while the re-route and new trails have added an 

additional 1-2 miles of trail at Lobdell. 

 

Thanks to all our volunteers for their trail work and monitoring 

efforts.  We have 7 employees at the park district and we are 

responsible for 26 miles of natural surface trails in addition to 46 

miles of paved bike trail system. There is no way we could monitor 

and maintain 72 miles of trails without help from our dedicated 

volunteers. 

 

We will continue to work hard to maintain and improve our trail 

system using established trail maintenance best practices to guide 

our decisions regarding which trails should be left open, rerouted, or 

closed.  Safety of our hikers, mountain bikers and horseback riders 

is of utmost importance to the Licking Park District.  

 

Visit our website www.lickingparkdistrict.com to see all the 

programs and opportunities your Licking Park District offers or 

contact us at 740-586-2535. 

 

 

 

    



 

1876 Courthouse Window Replacement Project up Next 

 

 The Licking County Commissioners, in partnership with Licking 

County Clerk of Courts Gary Walters, are working together on a 

major capital project for the County‟s „historic‟ 1876 Courthouse in 

downtown Newark. 

 

     This will be a unique 

custom window 

replacement project that 

has been under 

consideration for several 

years.  The Courthouse, 

built between the years 

1876 and 1878, has nearly 

one hundred ornate 

custom window openings 

of a variety of sizes. The 

openings range from 

decorative round windows 

to massive thirteen-foot-

tall courtroom windows. 

 

     This Courthouse 

window replacement project is part of an on-going effort in 

achieving safety and energy conservation in this National Register 

historic building. It is believed that most of the steel casement 

windows currently in the Courthouse date to the 1930‟s, with some 

covered by storm windows. At the ground level there are still some 

much deteriorated wooden windows dating to the original 

construction. 

 



     The County Commissioners say, County Clerk of Courts Walters 

has generously committed one million dollars from the „Certificate of 

Title Fund‟ to pay for, in large part, this expensive window 

replacement project.  This effort goes hand-in-hand with the 2016-

17 renovation of the top portion and tower of this iconic building. It 

is a continuation of the commitment by Licking County government 

to preserve and protect this local treasure, and keep it viable as a 

courthouse for decades to come. 

 

     Clerk of Courts Walters explains, the „Certificate of Title Fund‟ 

dates to 1993. In 2009, the State of Ohio instituted a title fee to 

lessen the impact of „cross county‟ titling of vehicles.  At the same 

time, due to speed and efficiency, the number of titles annually 

processed by the Licking County Clerk of Court‟s staff increased 

significantly. 

 

     Walters adds, “The volume at times has resulted in revenue 

exceeding operating expenses.” The resulting surplus has been used 

to assist in the purchase of a Mobile Command Unit for the Sheriff‟s 

Office ($119,000), a grant to assist in the 2016 renovation of the 

Clerk‟s Office in the 1876 Courthouse ($1-M), a grant to assist in the 

construction of the new County Records and Archives Center ($1-M), 

and most recently a grant to purchase new cruiser mounted 

computers for the Sheriff‟s Office. 

 

     This 1876 Courthouse window replacement project will be bid and 

the proposals evaluated this winter.  The goal is to have the project 

under contract early in 2021. Clerk Walters adds, “Credit for this 

substantial donation to this project goes to his staff in Newark, 

Pataskala and New Albany for not only handling Licking County 

titles, but also attracting work from dealers in neighboring counties 

desiring his staff‟s accuracy and efficiency” 

 



 

Senior Citizens Levy Advisory Board Sets Hearing Dates  

 

   The Licking County Senior Citizens Levy Advisory Review Board has 

outlined its plans for the 2021 allocation of funds for Senior Citizens 

Services in the County. 

 

   The Board formulated a statement of purpose which will be the 

guide to its operations: “The purpose of the Senior Citizens Levy 

Advisory Review Board is to allocate funds generated by the Licking 

County Senior Citizens Levy, on a nonpartisan and non-

discriminatory basis to be used by Licking County non-profit 

organizations to serve and support eligible senior citizens age sixty 

years and older that are current residents of Licking County”. 

 

   The Board will consider applications for funding for the year 2021.  

Funded services include such needs as providing home health care, 

transportation, nutrition and other supportive services for senior 

citizens 60 years of age and older. 

 

   Application packets can be picked up at the Licking County 

Commissioners office, 20 South Second Street, Newark, Ohio or 

electronic versions of the application can also be accessed at 

www.lcounty.com.  Click on: Agencies/Departments -Commissioners 

-Boards and Commissions - Senior Levy – Documents - 2021 Sr. Levy 

Applications.  Questions regarding the on-line application process, 

contact Pam at 740-670-5114. If submitting a paper version of the 

application, please send to:  The Licking County Commissioners 

Office, % Pam Jones, Deputy Clerk, 20 South Second Street, Newark, 

Ohio 43055 - by January 13, 2021 at 4:00 pm. 

  



   Before January 13, 2021, applicants must call 740-670-5114 and 

schedule a hearing date & time for the organization/agency to meet 

with the Sr. Levy Advisory Board.   

 

   Hearings will be held 

Thursday, January 28, 2021 

between 12:00 pm and 5:00 

pm, and Friday, January 29, 

2021 between the hours of 

12:00 pm and 4:30 pm in 

the basement of the Donald 

D. Hill County 

Administration Building, 20 South Second Street, Newark, Ohio.   

 

   The Licking County Senior Citizens Advisory Board will review said 

requests of service providers and make recommendations to the 

Board of County Commissioners for final approval. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



JFS Success – 2020 Family Helping Families 

 

   Nearly 40 years ago, a staff person at Licking County Job and 

Family Services (LCJFS) recognized that many of the families she 

worked with were not able to provide holiday gifts for their children 

because of limited resources. The employee purchased gifts for a 

handful of children that year. Over time, as word of her compassion 

and generosity spread, numerous individuals, families, social clubs, 

school groups, churches, and businesses began donating toys, 

clothing, and funds to support what is now known as the Families 

Helping Families program. 

 

   Since the program depends solely on the generous donations from 

community members, LCJFS was uncertain how the COVID-19 

pandemic would impact the program. However, as we often see in 

Licking County, the community came together to ensure that 

children from families who have fallen on difficult financial times will 

have a bright holiday. In fact, donations provided so far this year 

will ensure more than 600 children from more than 225 local 

families will have gifts to open.  

 

   Licking County Job and Family Services coordinates its Families 

Helping Families efforts with the Salvation Army‟s Christmas Cheer 

program. This streamlines the application process for families and 

provides efficiencies for the program. Application packets for holiday 

assistance, including wish lists for each child, are submitted to the 

Salvation Army. The Salvation Army then, in addition to its own 

holiday gift assistance program for many of the families, distributes 

unmatched requests for help and accompanying wish lists to other 

programs, like LCJFS‟s Families Helping Families. Families Helping 

Families matches donors with families in needs through a process 

that maintains customer confidentiality. Gifts for each child are then 

collected and distributed to families before the holidays.   

 



   Many of the families and groups who donate prefer to shop and 

purchase gifts for particular children. Others elect to make a 

financial contribution that is used to purchase gifts for children who 

are not matched with a donor. For many, donating to Families 

Helping Families has become a holiday tradition.  Some donors state 

they come back year after year to “pay-it-forward” or to “give back” 

to a community that has given them so much. Others recall harder 

times and find joy in being able to help.  

 

Licking County Job and Family Services thanks the donors and the 

volunteers, who are too numerous to list, who make the Families 

Helping Families program possible. If interested in donating to 

Families Helping Families, please contact Jamie Spangler, Chief Elf, 

at LCFHF@jfs.ohio.gov or 740.670.8714. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Food Pantry Holiday Collection Surpasses Expectations 

 

   The Food Pantry 

Network team of 

volunteers 

officially surpassed 

the 5 million 

pounds distribution 

in mid-December.  

Last year, as an 

agency they 

distributed 

4,801,308 pounds 

of food.   

 

    With the increase in food distribution to those families who have 

been affected this year by the government shutdown, layoffs and 

stay at home orders, our board and staff expected and began 

planning on making sure we secured as much food as humanly 

possible to meet that demand within Licking County.  By mid-

December the Food Pantry Network (FPN) reports they have been 

able to meet that need and will continue to work to make sure we 

meet the hunger need throughout 2021. 

 

   The leaders of the FPN say, “We have had volunteers who stepped 

up and continued working through the pandemic so that food was 

still being distributed.  We had companies, foundations and 

organizations offering additional assistance to help us meet the 

need.  The Ohio Association of Foodbanks and Mid-Ohio Foodbank 

staff have worked non-stop in helping secure additional food for our 

agency and those we serve.” 

 

  



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    



   

 

 

  Let me conclude this Update 

with a serene ‘early winter’ photo 

of the Licking River meandering 

through Black Hand Gorge Nature 

Preserve, in eastern Licking 

County. 

 

     I captured this image at the 

conclusion of a great winter hike 

on December 27th led by Bill 

Weaver. 

   

 

  Feel free to forward this e-mail 

in any direction you would like, 

and let me know the e-mail address of anyone who would like to be 

included on my Update Newsletter list.  

 

    * I would also invite you to check Facebook and visit Licking 

County Commissioners, Elect Commissioner Tim Bubb and 

Commissioner Tim Bubb.   

 

      I can be e-mailed at tbubb@lcounty.com, and my desk phone 

number at the Commissioner’s Office is 740-670-5118.  

 

Best Regards!    Commissioner Tim Bubb 



 

 

 


