
July 2020 Update 

By Licking County Commissioner Tim Bubb   

 

  

   Welcome to the very warm summer of 2020!   Hope you are safe 

and well, and getting back out in the community to the level where 

you feel safe! 

  

   As far as Licking County 

Government goes I believe all 

of our offices are fully 

reopened and to the greatest 

extent possible the staffs are 

back „safely‟ in the work place.   

In recent weeks we have 

provided safety adaptations to 

our various offices including 

glass and Plexiglas shields, or 

barriers at service counters to 

protect both the staff and the 

general public.  Still, we recommend calling first and if possible 

seeking service with a phone call or by e-mail.   

 

   I would recommend not bringing in property tax payments, and 

instead mail them in or drop them off in the secure steel box at the 

entrance to the County Administration Building Parking lot off South 

Second Street.  For more specific information on the County‟s 

various departments please either call, e-mail or visit our website 

www.lcounty.com  for further information.  

    

   We continue to support the work 

of Governor Mike DeWine and his 

http://www.lcounty.com/


continuing phase-in for the remainder Ohio‟s economy, as can be 

accomplished safely.  It continues to be a balance to blunt the 

effects of the pandemic and „flatten the curve‟, and now safely 

phase-in the various elements of the economy. The good news is 

most of the economy has reopened.  Yet, there is still double digit 

unemployment (though declining) and many businesses, while open, 

are far from the level of activity needed to sustain them.   

   

     Typically, I use my Update to summarize upcoming community 

activities, however it is now obvious most of the major public events 

that are highlights of summer have been cancelled or postponed.  

The good news is there will be a Hartford Fair (somewhat modified) 

in August, more about that later.  And since just about all of the 

public July 4th Fireworks displays were either cancelled or postponed 

until the Labor Day weekend…this would be a good spot to share 

some archive photos just to enjoy!    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Good memories from the Newark Campus Celebration in years 

past.  And looking ahead to 2021! 



 

 

  The Hartford Fair scheduled for August 9th thru 15th in 

Croton.  Here is what the Fair Board is saying…  

    

   The2020 Hartford Fair Directors met at the fairgrounds to 

determine what extent the Fair would look like this year.  In a 

majority voice vote a motion was passed to have as „full‟ of a fair as 

possible. 

 

   Directors met with the 

Licking County Health 

Department to discuss a 

plan to meet the COVID-

19 guidelines, which are 

evolving almost daily and 

are becoming less strict 

as time progresses. The 

directors have formed a 

committee to work 

directly with the Health 

Department to mutually agree to a plan that will allow for the fair to 

continue while still ensuring the public health of the attendees. 

 

   A motion was passed to hold all grandstand entertainment as 

originally planned.  Under the recommendation of the Arts and Crafts 

committee, a motion was passed to not have any entries in 2020. 

The Junior Fair Livestock committees are working on a schedule to 

allow for livestock to be on the grounds throughout the fair, but still 

stay within the state mandated time restriction.  

 



    The Junior Fair Livestock Sales committee recommended 

participants still be able to sell 2 species and the sale would 

continue on the normal days 

of Thursday for the swine 

and Saturday for all other 

species. There will be no 

animals present in the sale 

ring per state guidelines for 

2020 only.  The Buyer will 

not be able to purchase 

animals on sale day to be processed, but the directors are hopeful 

that this can be done on a private treaty basis with the Junior Fair 

exhibitors. 

 

   The Junior Fair livestock market shows will be “partial terminal” 

this year. The Grand and Reserve Champions will be terminal, and all 

others will have the choice to take the project home or place on a 

meat packer truck provided by the fair.  

 

   It was the recommendation of the small animal committee to have 

a haul-in only show with exhibitors not stalling at the fair but 

bringing their projects the day of the scheduled show.  

 

   Bates Amusement has a contract for the midway rides for 2020 

and they are working on a plan to provide a midway, but could not 

guarantee the board that they would be able as of June 8th. The 

board does plan to pursue all avenues to provide rides and a midway 

at the 2020 fair.  

 

   The office is working as quickly as 

possible to make the necessary 

adjustments to the fair book. The 

fair book will be digital only and no 



printed copies will be available. The directors would like to thank the 

community and the County Health Department for all of the support 

and encouragement to hold a fair this year.  Please follow The 

Hartford Fair on Facebook and on their website for the many updates 

that will be coming over the next few weeks.   

    

 

Park District Note – T.J. Evans Bike Trail Paving Project 

 

   A paving project is underway on the T.J. 

Evans Bike Trail.  Work began in Johnstown at 

the East Jersey Street trailhead and is 

progressing in sections toward Granville.   

 

   There are several sections of the trail to be 

paved and the project involves intermittent 

closures as the crew moves from section to 

section between Johnstown and Granville.  

 

   The project will be complete in early July.  This project is weather 

dependent and the schedule is subject to change if weather becomes 

an issue.   

 

   *For your safety, please observe all trail closure signs and 

instructions from work crews and „Do Not Cross‟ into closed areas. 

Updates will appear on the Licking Park District website, Facebook, 

Twitter and the Trail Hotline (740.349.4823). Regarding the Licking 

Park District…Contact them at 740.587.2535 or by email at:  

www.info@lickingparkdistrict.com     

 

http://www.info@lickingparkdistrict.com/


 

Long Awaited Renovations Complete at Pataskala‟s YMCA 

 

   The YMCA on Broad Street in 

Pataskala recently saw completion 

of Phase One of its multi-million 

dollar renovation and restoration.   

YMCA Executive Ed Bohren says, the 

work was basically done in January; 

however most activity was put on 

hold until recently by the pandemic. 

 

   Bohren says, the initial Phase was 

done by the Robertson Construction 

Company and cost $3-million.  It 

basically transformed the old Holophane Plant into a beautiful and 

fully functional YMCA.  Phase Two fund raising continues and that 

will pay for a transformation of the gymnasium part of the facility. 

 

    In the classroom and meeting space of the facility the YMCA is 

leasing community classroom and meeting space to both Central 

Ohio Technical College and the Licking County Aging Program.  As in-

person restrictions are lifted both organizations will be offering 

classes and programming at the site.  The community is welcome to 

stop by and see the YMCA renovation, and certainly discuss 

becoming a member. 

 

 

 

 



 

William and Sue Moore Plaza Completed at Foundation 

Park in Downtown Newark 

 

   In 2002, a group of civic-minded 

funders and partners recognized 

the need for a community park that 

offered citizens a beautiful refuge 

in the heart of downtown Newark. 

Built on the former grounds of the 

Auditorium Theatre and situated 

toward the Licking County 

Courthouse Square, the original 

Foundation Park offered a splash 

fountain and other features that 

provided a perfect pause in one‟s day. 

 

   2012 saw improvements such as bike 

racks, more seating, flowering borders 

and the conversion of the splash 

fountain area into a cascading water 

sculpture of basalt columns. Funded by 

an anonymous friend and the William 

and Sue Moore Fund of Licking County 

Foundation, the updates reflect the Moore‟s love of supporting 

beautification projects in our community. 

   

    This past year saw a redesign of the 

Plaza with new plantings including a 

Gratitude Garden done in conjunction 

with Dawes Arboretum. It features a 

variety of plants as a pollinator garden 

designed to attract butterflies and 



friendly insects.   

 

    The theme of the redesigned garden 

is “Celebrate sowing seeds of 

compassion in our community”. The 

public is encouraged to use the benches 

and picnic tables in the Moore Plaza 

when in downtown Newark.  

 

 

 

 

Licking County JFS and Health Department Collaborate 

 

   As Licking County continues to gradually re-open, the Licking 

County Department of Job and Family Services is refocusing its 

COVID-19 response program to align with the reopening of the 

economy and changing COVID-19 needs, effective July 1st. 

   

   Officials say, this includes assistance with utility costs, assistance 

with car payment or insurance, one-time assistance payment, one-

time transition back to work payment and more (for eligible adults 

with or without minor children and/or seniors that have a household 

income of two hundred percent (200%) or less of the Federal 

poverty guideline, call for assistance). 

 

    Call Licking County Job and Family Services for more information 

on this COVID-19 response program…740-670-8706.  

 



 

JFS Leads Community Concern Over Elder Abuse 

 

   One of the priorities for the Licking County Department of Job and 

Family Services (JFS) is the investigation of and prevention of abuse 

of senior citizens – or elder abuse. 

   Recently JFS did a community wide mailing on that concern as 

many seniors stay quarantined or mostly at home during the 

pandemic.  Reproduced below is the content of that mailing in case 

you did not receive it.  Please forward to anyone who needs this 

information… 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Licking County Pandemic Relief Fund 

 

   Local citizens continue to be generous in an on-going County 

COVID-19 Relief Fund.   

 

   United Way of Licking County, the Licking County Foundation and 

community partners have formed the Licking County COVID-19 

Relief Fund. The mission of the Fund is to help meet the needs in 

Licking County that are directly related to the COVID-19 Pandemic.    

Grants will be given to local organizations to help residents with 



their basic needs.  Organizations that are meeting these needs and 

would like to apply for relief grants can go to www. 

https://app.smarterselect.com/programs/65607-Licking-County-

Foundation  

  

  They are encouraging the community, if you have the means, to 

please donate. There are three ways to donate: Text „Virus19‟ to 

414-44, go online to www.unitedwaylc.org/covid  or mail a check to 

United Way of Licking County PO Box 4490 Newark, OH 43058-4490. 

Please put COVID-19 in the memo line. 

 

   Contact Deb Dingus at www.ddingus@unitedwaylc.org  if you have 

any questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://app.smarterselect.com/programs/65607-Licking-County-Foundation
https://app.smarterselect.com/programs/65607-Licking-County-Foundation
http://www.unitedwaylc.org/covid
http://www.ddingus@unitedwaylc.org/


Neighborhood Census Efforts Underway 

 

   While delayed a bit – the 2020 Federal 

Census continues. The field work of collecting 

Census data is underway in an effort to reach 

those who have not responded on-line. Steps 

are being taken to reactivate field offices 

preparation for the resumption of field data 

collection operations as quickly as possible. 

 

   Here in Licking County residents have done well with the initial 

phase of responding to the on-line data collection at 

www.2020Census.gov    if you have not done so – visit the on-line 

site today! 

 

    Here in Licking County the 

overall response rate is to date 

over 70-percent or basically 

seven in every ten households.  

There are two areas still lagging 

- Buckeye Lake Village and some 

neighborhoods in the City of 

Newark. These areas and certain 

targeted „hard to reach‟ 

populations will continue to be 

the focus of the County‟s 

Complete Count Census Task 

Force. 

 

   Early this summer the Census Field Staff‟s in-person activities, 

including all interaction with the public, enumeration, office work 

and processing activities, will incorporate the most current guidance 

to promote the health and safety of staff and the public. This will 

http://www.2020census.gov/


include recommended personal protective equipment (PPE) and 

social distancing practices. 

 

   Once 2020 Census data collection is complete, the Census Bureau 

begins a lengthy, thorough and scientifically rigorous process to 

produce the apportionment counts, redistricting information and 

other statistical data products that help guide hundreds of billions of 

dollars in public and private sector spending per year. 

 

 

A Few Concluding Notes… 

 

   Congratulations to both Nathan Strum and Jillian Flowers on their 

recent achievements of earning Masters Degrees in Public 

Administration.  

  

 

   Nathan is the Executive Director of Grow Licking 

County and he earned his graduate degree from the 

Voinovich School of Public Administration at Ohio 

University.   

 

    

  Jillian, who leads the Licking County office of 

Community Development in the County‟s Planning 

Department, earned her advanced degree from Kent 

State University.  Very nice achievements for both! 

 

 



  

    The Licking County Office of Soil and Water Conservation reports 

Kyle Seitz will join their staff on July 7th. He will concentrate on the 

very busy area of urban drainage projects as our County grows, with 

emphasis on construction inspections.  Soil and Water is also in the 

process of interviewing candidates for the positions of District 

Educator and Ag District Technician. 

 

    Regarding the modified and scaled back Hartford Fair, in August, 

programming in the Natural Resources Park will be limited.  Soil and 

Water, County Litter and Recycling, Dawes Arboretum, Licking Park 

District and others will be offering limited programming this year.  

  

  Each agency will have passive displays in the Natural Resources 

Pavilion and offer no-touch programs, such as a scavenger hunt, 

skill-a-thon, and potentially DIY kits for families to build at home, 

like a birdhouse building kit, and other projects.  The Natural 

Resources Area is adjacent to the Fair‟s Campground. 

 

 

  Feel free to forward this 

e-mail in any direction 

you would like, and let me 

know the e-mail address 

of anyone who would like 

to be included on my 

Update Newsletter list. 

 

* I would also invite you 

to check Facebook and 



visit Licking County Commissioners, Elect Commissioner 

Tim Bubb and Commissioner Tim Bubb.  

    Have an enjoyable and safe July 4th Independence 

holiday weekend.  The historic Courthouse in downtown 

Newark will be red, white and blue!   

  

  I can be e-mailed at tbubb@lcounty.com, and my desk 

phone number at the Commissioner’s Office is 740-670-

5118.  

  

Best Regards!    Commissioner Tim Bubb 

 

 

 


